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composition, to be always combined 
with far greater perfections or faults 
of style, I could not treat of those 
marks abstractedly, to any useful or 
practical purpose. Whoever re- 
forms himself thoroughly from these 
minor faults, will have first correct- 
ed other more serious and deeper- 
laid vices of composition. C— — s. 

TV Hi Pnfritttrt of tit Btlfrtt Magcnam. 



Gentlemen, 

IF you think the following ques- 
tion, and an answer to it, 
worthy a place in your useful Mag- 
azine, you will oblige a constant 
reader by giving them a corner. 

Question. If the apostles and 
fathers, councils and popes, synods 
and assemblies, appear agreed on 
any one article o( faith; but it Je- 
sus and reason appear agreed on the 
same article of faith, contrary to 
the former, whether should 1 en- 
deavour to agree in opinion with 
the apostles and fathers, councils 
and popes, synods and assemblies, 
or with Jesus and reason ? 

Socrates the Younger. 
Giant's Causeway, May iih, 1813. 

Answer. In the first part of your 
question, the opinions of the a- 
posties and fa'hers, councils and 
popes, synods and assemblies, seem 
to be set in opposition to Jesus and 
reason; now were you to ask, 
which of these authorities I would 
prefer, it would certainly be the 
latter, because all these descriptions 
of persons profess to-be Christians, 
or followers of Jesus, and of course, 
any thing in their doctrine, or o- 
piuions obvious and contrary to him 
tbey profess to follow, would be 
both unreasonable and absurd. I 
am glad to see you combining Je- 
sus and reason ; and I am well con- 



vinced, you would find on impartial 
and cool reflection, pardon these ex- 
pressions, that the religion of Jesus 
and his service, is altogether rea- 
sonable, and the best calculated for 
the actual condition of men. But 
we must confess that on this sub- 
ject of religion, as well as most 
others, meu have widely differed in 
opinion, and it is no wonder they 
should, so long as religion is no 
more than an opinion, that is our 
system of tenets in the understand- 
ing; as every one views this sub- 
ject as they do every other object 
of opinion, through the medium of 
prejudice, education, and pre-con- 
ceived impressions. You ask whe- 
ther you should endeavour to agree 
in opinion with the former or the 
latter, I have already stated of how 
little value opinion is, which we 
thus endeavour to form, and how 
liable we are to be mistaken in tunn- 
ing an opinion even oh this impor- 
tant subject. It is certainly praise- 
worthy to endeavour well, but the 
weakness, the darkness and wicked- 
ness of the human heart, blinds 
and perverts the best powers of the 
mind, so that we often tind infinite 
difficulty in discovering and ascer- 
taining truth, which is proved by 
the many divers authorities above 
noticed ; which, as they all differ, 
more or less, so they cannot ail he 
true : where then sball we find 
truth, that sure anchor of the mind, 
or what is that reasonable religion 
of Jesus, to which you seem tu ad- 
vert ? I would saj , it is iiot any 
set of opinions whatsoever, which, for 
the above reasons, have no sure 
foundation, but are as various al- 
most as the views and tempers of 
mankind ; but it must be, and is a 
living principle in the heart, con- 
straining us to a belief and practice, 
conformable to the known will of 
God, and beneficial to ourselves 
and others, teaching as, that deny. 
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ing all ungodliness, and worldly or 
sinful lusts, should live soberly, god- 
ly and righteously in this world, and 
attain to those dispositions and ha- 
bits of mind and practice which 
shall qualify us to be happy here- 
af'er. I think it matters little what 
name a man bears, or what p-ofessions 
be makes, if his life and practice 
do not prove his sincerity. Nothing 
has contributed more to bring dis- 
credit on relition, than the practice 
of its professors, and even of ! hose 
you call chairmen, who too often, in- 
stead of exemplify in l: the doctrine, 
and defending the interest of Jesus 
and true reason, are a disgrace to 
both by their inconsistency ; but let 
not you and I so much dwell on the 
weakness, errors, divisions, blind- 
ness, and insincerity of others, as 
endeavour to follow after and adhere 
to Jesus and reason, who is as him- 
self has declared, the way, the 
truth, and the life, and you know 
the perfection of reason is the dis- 
covery of and attachment to the 
truth. 

A Layman. 

Near Giant's Causeway June 4tA, 1814. 
Socrates the Younger and the 
Layman are very familiar neigh- 
bours. 
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Gestlemen, 
T WAS a good deal surprised to see 
on many windows in the enlight* 
ened town of Belfast, a paper an- 
nouncing the sale of double soda 
water. On inquiring into the cause 
of this name, from those who sold 
this agreeable beverage, I found 
even they were deceived, as they 
supposed that the force by which 
the cork flew, was evidence of its 
being double soda water. But what 
is still worse, and occasions much 



injury is, the bottles burst, and' in- 
jure not only those who make it, but 
hazards the eyes or limbs of the 
purchasers. 

Those at all acquainted with chem- 
ical subjects will allow that simple 
saturation can only be effected by 
the salt, and that a particle of car"« 
bonic acid gas cannot be added after 
such saturation, must be admitted. 
It is true the elastic fluid can be 
compreised by force into a much less 
space than it naturally possesses j 
this elasticity is the cause of the 
force acting on the cask or bottle, 
but surely it cannot add in the small- 
est degree to the strength of the 
liquid. The manufacturer there- 
fore is under the necessity of having 
bottles of greater strength ; clay 
will not do, and they must be glass 
of great thickness, which enhance* 
the price. What a pity that a fluid 
intended as a substitute for inebriat- 
ing liquors, and in such general use, 
should be so much enhanced in pric«, 
in consequence of imposition. But 
still mo'e, will not the silence with 
which men of science treat it, lead 
still farther to greater error? I 
would not be much surprised, if the: 
present mode of making soda water 
is not opposed, that an air pump 
may be got to fill the bottles ; then 
the explosion may be expected 
alarming not only to the buyers and 
sellers but to the passing throng. 
Your obedient servant, 

Agiucola. 
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Gbntlemen, 
AS I am a constant reader of 
your Magazine, I saw in one of 
your late numbers " Remarks on a 
chapel near Larne," and as I have 
always found truth to be your ob- 
ject, I was determined from the time 



